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CHAP, xxvi, when it must be acted upon. It is satisfactory in-
deed that, in this instance, the imprudence displayed
was not productive of irreparable disaster or perma-
nent injury. The spirit of the military and naval forces
surmounted the difficulties of their nituation, and
the honour of the British arms was abundantly sus-
tained.* Not less conspicuous than the valour and
* The surprise given to the Burmese government and people
by the successes of the British army has been frequently illus-
trated in the course of the narrative* A very lively picture of
its effects is exhibited by Mr. Judson, an American missionary,
resident, in the exercise of his calling, within the Burmese do-
minions. It occurs in a statement made by him to Mr. Crnuford,
British commissioner in Ava and Pegu. " I have frequently,"
said Mr. Judson, " heard the Prince of Sarawaddi [brother to the
Burmese sovereign] expatiate for half au hour together on this
subject [war with the English]. His language med to be to the
following purport. I render the expressions from the Human
as accurately as I recollect them. * The English are the? inha-
bitants of a small and remote island. What business have they
to come in ships from so great a distance to dethrone kingn and
take possession of countries they have no right to f They con-
trive to conquer and govern the black strangers with casto (Hin-
doos), who have puny frames and no courage. They have newer
yet fought with so strong and brave a people m the JJurmuiin,
skilled in the use of the sword and spear. If they once fight
with us, and we have an opportunity of manifesting our bravery,
it will be an example to the black nations who ara now slaves to
the English, and encourage them to throw off their yoke/ "
This is a frequent suggestion on the part of the Prince, and the
warning which it conveys ought never to be absent from the
minds of those who govern India* Mr* Judson continued:
" About a month before my imprisonment/' which took place on
the approach of the English,," the King's sister, already men-
tioned, said to me in conversation, that it was obvioun that the
English were afraid to fight; that their conduct on the frontier was
mean and cowardly j that they Vere always disposed to treat and